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From the Originals in the Virginia State Archives. 



CONTINUED. 



Trade' with the West Indies for Supplies for the 
Virginia Military Forces, 1776. 

In Council at Williamsburg. 

September 12th, 1776. 
The Commissioners of the Navy Board having, agrreeable to 
a request of this Board, returned a List of such cruising Vessels 
as in their opinion might be sent to the greatest advantage with 
the Commodities of this Country for the purchase of Salt, 
Clothing, arms and other necessaries for the army, and also a 
scheme of Trade proper for this End; and a Recommendation ol 
Persons proper to purchase suitable Commodities for the out-fit. 
Resolved, That the Consideration thereof be put off till 
To-morrow. 

September 13th, 1776. 

The Board now resumed the Consideration of the Report 
made yesterday by the Navy Board: which is as follows, viz: 

The Commissioners of the Navy are of opinion, that the 
scheme proposed to them by the Council for the Importation oi 
Salt, Clothing, and medicines for the supply of the Army, is 
practicable and may probably be the means of providing those 
and many other articles Indispensably necessary for the Army 
and Navy on much cheaper Terms, than they can be procured 
in any other way. They think the following Cruisers to wit, 
the Sloop Congress, Scorpion, Liberty, Defiance and Schooners 
Hornett and Revenge may with propriety be spared for the 
purpose; and that they may be ready to take in their Cargoes 

^This paper and others on the same subject in former issues of this 
magazine are almost the only documents printed, which relate to the 
interesting matter of the means through which Virginia obtained sup- 
plies from abroad during the Revolutionary War. The vessels named 
were generally commanded by officers of the State Navy. 
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by the 15th of October next. They have no doubt the articles 
desired may be got in Europe on good Terms, but conceive 
these Vessels to be unfit for such voyage; more especially, as 
their return would probably happen in the winter season: they 
have therefore agreeable to the Request of the Council made 
out Invoices of the Cargoes that they judge best suited to the 
Markets in the Foreign West Indies, and a memorandum of 
such articles, suited to our wants, as may probably be purchased 
there to advantage. 

Invoice of Cargoes for six Vessels proposed to be sent to the 
Foreign West Indies on account of the Public viz: 

Cargo for the Sloop Congress. 
60 Hogshead Tob'o supposed at ;^io each . . £ 600 

500 Barrels of Flour at 30s, .... 750 

Cargo for the Sloop Scorpion. 
10 hhds. Tobacco supposed at ;^io each . . ;^ioo 

250 Barrels of Flour at 30s 375 

Cargo for the Sloop Liberty. 
10 hhds. Tobacco supposed at ;^io each . . ;Cioo 

250 Barrels of Flour at 30s 375 

Cargo for the Sloop Defiance. 
60 hhds. Tobacco supposed at ;^io each . . jQ 600 

300 Barrels of Flour a 30s 450 

Cargo for the Schooner Hornet. 
10 hhds. Tobacco supposed at ;^io each . . ;^ioo 

300 Barrels of Flour at 30s 450 

;C55o 
Cargo for the Schooner Revenge. 

20 hhds. Tob'o supposed at ;^io each . . . ;^2oo 

300 Barrels of Flour at 30s 450 



The whole amount of the above cargoes ;^4550. 



;^650 
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To be purchased on James River, and stored at Hood's 90 
hhds. of Tobacco and 900 Barrels of Flour. 

To be purchased on York River, and stored at Cumberland 60 
hhds. of Tob'o and 500 Barrels of Flour. 

To be purchased on Rappahannock River, and stored at 
Hobb's Hole, 20 hhds. Tobacco and 500 Barrels of Flour. 

To be purchased on Potowniack River for the Schooner 
Speedwell and stored at Alexandria, 

60 hhds. Tobacco supposed at ;^io each . . £ 600 

300 Barrels of Flour at 30s 450 



Mr. Thomas Shore for James River, Mr. George Park for 
York River, and Mess'rs Smith and Roan for Rappahannock 
River are Recommended as proper Persons to purchase the 
above Cargoes. 

Invoice of Goods to be purchased, in return for the Cargoes 
of Six Vessels proposed to be sent to the Foreign West Indies 
on account of the public viz: 

Cargo for Sloop Congress. 
2000 Bushels Salt supposed at 2s. 6d. 



Blankets to the amount of 

Coarse Woolens. 

Sail Duck 

Medicines 

Ozanburgs 

Checks and course white Linens 

Powder .... 

Arms and Swords 

Port Charges &c 

Cargo for Sloop Scorpion 
500 Efushels Salt 
Blankets to the amount of 
Coarse Woollens 
Sail Deck 
Arms .... 



£ 250 
600 
500 
500 

50 
500 
300 
500 
200 
150 



jC 62. 
200 
200 
100 
300 



10 
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Powder .... 








100 


Port charges &c 


87. lO 


jC^oso 


Cargo for Sloop Liberty. 


500 Bushels Salt ;^ 62. 10 


Blankets to the amount of 








300 


Coarse Woolens 








200 


Medicines 








47. 10 


Sail Duck .... 








100 


Arms .... 








200 


Coarse Linnens 








100 


Port Charges &c 








165 




jC^ns 


Cargo for Sloop Defiance. 


1000 Bushels Salt 


/ 125 


Blankets to the amount of 








500 


Coarse Woollens 








500 


Medicines .... 








75 


Sail Duck .... 








300 


Arms .... 








300 


Ozanburgs & Checks 








300 


Powder .... 








400 


Port charges &c 








200 




^2700 


Cargo for the Schooner Hornet. 


600 Bushels Salt / 7.S 


Blankets to the amount of 








200 


Coarse Woollens 








200 


Medicines 








40 


Sail Deck .... 








125 


Arms .... 








200 


Powder .... 








260 


Ozanbrigs .... 








100 


Port charges &c 








150 



/I350 
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Cargo for Schooner Revenge. 




800 Bushels Salt . , . . 


£ 100 


Blankets to the amount of 


300 


Coarse Woolens .... 


300 


Medicines 


50 


Sail Duck 


250 


Arms 


200 


Powder 


200 


Port charges &c .... 


100 



£^boo 



Total ;^iij^25 which upon the most moderate Estimate we 
suppose the Cargoes will sell for . 

The Return Cargo for the Schooner Speedwell to be hereafter 
Considered. 

The Board having maturely considered the above scheme do 
entirely approve thereof, and thereupon it is Ordered that 
agreeable to their Recommendation the following Gentlemen be 
appointed agents to purchase that Commodities intended for 
Exportation viz: 

Mr. Thomas Shore for James River, Mr. George Park for 
York River, and Mess'rs Smith and Roan for Rappahannock 
River; also that Mr. John Dalton be appointed agent for Potow- 
mack River that the Agent on James River be instructed to 
purchase on as good Terms as the same can be procured 90 
hhds. of Tobacco and 900 Barrels of Flour, to be stored at 
Hood*s. That the agent on York River be instructed to pur- 
chase 60 hhds. of Tobacco and 500 Barrels of Flour, to be 
stored at Cumberland. That the Agent on Rappahannock 
River be instructed to purchase 20 hhds. of Tobacco and 500 
Barrels of Flour to be stored at Hobb*s Hole, and that the 
Agent on Potowmack River be instructed to purchase 60 hhds. 
of Tobacco and 300 Barrels of Flour to be stored at Alexandria. 
All which Commodities will be paid for by Warrants on the 
Treasurer within three Months from this day. 

And the several agents aforesaid are to be instructed to pro- 
cure the respective Commodities aforesaid as to be ready at 
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the Places where they are directed to be stored by the loth day 
of next Month at latest. 

[Endorsement.] 

Commissioners of the Navy Scheme of Trade and Councils 
Resolutions thereupon. 

Laid before the Assembly October 8th 1776. 



Resignation of John Twloe' from the Council. 
Honourable Sir: 

Truely sensible of the Honor done me» by your Hou'ble 
House, in choosing me a Member of the Privy Council, and of 

*The first of this family in Virginia was Col. William Tayloe or Taylor, 
who came to the colony early in the Seventeenth century and settled 
in York county. He was a member of the House of Burgesses for that 
county in 1643 a"d 1647, and was appointed to the Council in 1651. He 
was a member of that body in 1655 and probably died not long after, 
leaving no issue. His name is commonly spelt in the records, Taylor ; 
but in the one autograph signature which remains he apparently writes 
the name Tayloe. He married Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Kings- 
mill, Esq., of James City county. She married secondly Hon. Nathaniel 
Bacon, President of the Council, and the epitaph on her tomb (which 
has now been removed to St. Paul's churchyard, Norfolk), divides the 
honors curiously by naming only Mr. Bacon as her husband, but bear- 
ing as arms Kingsmill impaling Tayloe : a sword between two lions 
addorsed. There is on record in York county a djeed dated November 
23. A693, from Col. William Tayloe of Richmond county, * 'nephew and 
heir of Col. William Tayloe, late of Kings creek in York county, 
deceased/* conveying to Lewis Burwell 1200 acres between Kings creek 
and Queens creek, on York river, formerly the property of Col. William 
Tayloe, the elder. 

William Tayloe. the nephew, stated to have been a Londoner, emi- 
grated to Virginia and settled in that part of the old county of Rappa- 
hannock, which is now Richmond county, and wassheriff of Rappahan- 
nock in 1687. He was one of the first justices of Richmond county, and 
in 1704, as "Colonel and Commander in Chief" of the militia of that 
county, subdued an attempted uprising of the Indians. (Richmond 
county records.) Col. Wm. Tayloe was a Burgess for Richmond 
county at the sessions of December, 1700; August, 1701; May, 1702; 
June, 1702, and April, 1706. He died, intestate, in 1710. An order of 
Richmond county court for the appraisement of his personal estate was 
entered on February 7, 1710. It was valued at £102. 8. 8. Col. Wm. 
Tayloe had a brother in Virginia, Joseph Tayloe of Lancaster county. 
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the Duty I owe to my Country, and of the Respect I owe to 
them, yet conscious of my own inability, and sensible of the 

There is recorded in Lancaster a letter from Joseph Tayloe to a sister- 
in-law telling of the death of her husband, Captain Robert Tayloe, 
master of a merchant ship trading between England and Virginia. It 
was dated July lo, 1705, and is addressed "To Mrs. Ruth Tayloe, 
Bassinghall Street, London, und'r cover to Mr. Benj. Tayloe, Bedford 
Street, Covent Garden, London." Land patented by Col. Wm. Tayloe 
of Richmond county, is included in the present "Mt. Airy" estate, which 
still, after an ownership of two hundred and twenty-five years, remains 
the home of the Tayloes. Col. Tayloe married Ann, daughter of 
Henry Corbin, of * 'Buckingham House,*' Middlesex, a member of the 
Council. They had issue. 

(i) John, of whom hereafter. 

(2) William of Lancaster county. 

Col. John Tayloe, of 'Mt. Airy," Richmond county (eldest son of 
William), was born February 5, 1687, and died in 1747. He was a 
member of the House of Burgesses for Richmond county in 1730 and 
probably other years, and was appointed to the Council in 1732, 
remaining a member of that body until his death. He married Eliza- 
beth, widow of Stephen Lyde (formerly of Bristol, Eng.) and daughter 
and heiress of David Gwyn, of Richmond county. He became one of 
the wealthiest men in Virginia. His will was dated January 31, 1744, 
and proved in Richmond county, November 2, 1747 He gave to his 
wife, for her life, the whole tract of land, about 1200 acres, where he 
lived in Richmond county; also the use of the negro coachman, and all 
of the quarter and plantation slaves which should be on the Neck 
Quarter in Essex, and on the Home House and Fork Quarter, Rich- 
mond county, for her life. None of the house negroes to be embraced 
in this bequest. To wife any six negro women for her life, also chariot 
and six horses, half his plate, household and kitchen furniture, jfiooo 
sterling; her watch and all of her jewels and other ornaments; one- 
fourth of his stock of cattle, horses, &c., and all of the tools and imple- 
ments on the land devised to her. These bequests are not to bar wife 
from, her dower, but the 1200 acres is to be a part of the dower. To 
daughter, Betty Corbin, ;^25o sterling, which, with what he had 
given her would amount to ^^2000 sterling. To daughter, Ann 
Corbin Tayloe, ;^2ooo sterling, to be paid when she is twenty or mar- 
ried, and until she is married she is to have £$0 sterling per annum to 
be raised by interest on the said /2000. To brother, William Tayloe, 
a handsome mourning suit, a mourning ring and ^100. To friend and 
kinsman, Col. Thomas Lee, a handsome mourning suit, a mourning 
ring and ;£"ioo. To son, John Tayloe, the several tracts of land (about 
4000 acres) at Ketoctan mountain in Fairfax and Prince William, 2146 
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Advances of Old age, tho* slow in its approaches, by Divine 
blessing, dreading the fatigues & troubles of Public life, I must 

acres patented by Beach and Nuttall, 1200 acres on Goose creek (now 
in Loudoun), 5000 acres in Prince WilUam upon which Neabsco furnace 
stands and the reversion of the land bequeathed to wife. All of the rest 
of estate, as well that in testator's possession as in that of son, he gives 
to his son, John Tayloe, and in case of John's death without heirs, to be 
equally divided between testator's two daughters. Appoints son John 
and Col. Thomas Lee executors. Dated January 3, 1744. 

Codicil : To the vestry of Lunenburg parish, Richmond county, ;f 300 
current money, in trust as follows : his executors should at a convenient 
time purchase with part of the said money two young negro men and 
four young negro women and deliver them to said vestry, and they are 
by them to be put upon the glebe of said parish to work for the use of 
said parish, and the vestry, when there shall be a vacancy in the parish; 
shall use said profits for repairs to the glebe, additional buildings, 
making orchards, &c. Remainder of said money to be laid out in 
tobacco and corn to clothe the naked and feed the poor of the parish, 
not intending to lessen the usual parish allowance to the poor. Also 
gives two sows and pigs, ten young cows and a bull to be placed upon 
the glebe. To friend and relation, Edmund Jenings, Esq., of Maryland, 
£yy sterling for his friendly advice upon several occasions. To friend 
and relation, Thomas Lee, Esq., of Stratford, ;^50 current, additional. 
To Mrs. Hannah Lee, his wife, a mourning ring for the kindness she 
did testator's dear deceased wife. To friend and relation, Col. Henry 
Lee, of Westmoreland county, ;f 50 current, in testimony of regard for 
him and his wife. Whereas the late Mrs. Gwyn, grandmother of testa- 
tor*s daughter, Betty Corbin, devised her a legacy which has not been 
specifically paid, to discharge it he gives said daughter £^qo current. 
To daughter, Ann Corbin Tayloe, ;^5oo current additional, and her 
mother's gold watch and furniture. To daughter, Ann Corbin Tayloe, 
two negro girls. To granddaughter, Elizabeth Corbin, daughter of 
Richard Corbin and testator's daughter Betty, his wife, ;f 200 sterling. 
To brother, William Tayloe, of Lancaster county, ;f 100 sterling ad- 
ditional. To son, John, for use in times of necessity, £$0 to provide a 
physician for son's Aunt Brockenbrough and assist her in any neces- 
saries she may want, with the kindness due to the sister of his dear 
mother. As a token of affection and friendship for Major John Champe 
of King George county, gives ;f20 current. William Fierce of West- 
moreland, to be employed as long as he chooses to stay. Col. Thomas 
Lee, son John Tayloe and Col. Richard Corbin guardians of daughter 
Ann Corbin Tayloe. Codicil dated January 31, 1744. Will proved 
November 2, 1747. The original has two perfectly preserved seals in 
black wax bearing the Tayloe arms. 
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beg leave to Resign, asking under your appointm'ts & to lead 
the remainder of my days, in retirement, deeply impress' d with 

The inventories of Col. Tayloe's personal estate on his various plan- 
tations are also recorded in Richmond county. That for the home 
plantation (not in the present Mt. Airy house, but in an earlier one 
nearer the river), includes articles in the following rooms : the counting 
house, planter's hall, the passage, the green room, the dining room, 
(including ''a sett of Reubens Gallery of Lusenbergh"), the back pas- 
sage, Mrs. Tayloe's chamber, the inner room, the room above Mrs. 
Tayloe's, the passage above stairs, the great chamber, Mr. Fauntleroy's 
chamber (Mrs. Tayloe had half-brothers and sisters Fauntleroy), the 
passage, the room over the green room, and Slater's closet (which was 
probably the butler*s as it contained plate valued at /'160 sterling). 
There were also here 72 negroes, 160 head of cattle, 52 sheep, loi hogs, 
a coach and harness for four horses, a chariot and harness for six 
horses, three carts and one tumbler. All in the inventory valued at 
;f338o. 2. 9. Another Richmond county inventory contained 73 cattle, 
45 fatted hogs, 50 out hogs, 39 sheep, 3 fatted '^beefs," 8 horses, mares 
and colts, 239 cattle at Upper Quarter, 37 hogs, 4 draught oxen, 2 mares 
and colts, and 42 negroes, all valued at /'1707, 11. 6. Inventory in 
King George county: 33 negroes, &c., valued at jf886. 15. In Stafford 
county: 20 negroes, &c., valued at /745. 5. 3. Another inventory: 19 
negroes, &c., valued at /475. 9. 9. In Prince William : 89 negroes, &c., 
valued at ;f33i5- 16. 2. In Maryland : 40 negroes, &c., not appraised. 
These inventories show that Col. Tayloe owned 279 slaves, and that the 
value of his personal property (exclusive of 40 negroes, &c., in Mary- 
land) was /io,o38. 10. 10 sterling. 

At Neabsco furnace and in Maryland, probably in Baltimore county, 
Col. Tayloe was largely interested in iron working. His son continued 
and enlarged the operations. 

Col. John and Elizabeth (Gwyn) Tayloe had issue, (i) John, of 
whom later. (2) Betty married Col. Richard Corbin, of **Lanevi)le,'' 
King and Queen county. Receiver General of Virginia. (3) Ann Corbin 
married Mann Page, of "Rose well," Gloucester county (his second 
wife). 

John Tavloe, of "Mt. Airy," second of the name, was born May 8, 
172T, and died April 18, 1779. He is stated to have been educated at an 
English university. In addition to taking part in public affairs he was 
one of the most prominent of the early turfman of Virginia. Some of 
his horses such as Yorick, Jolly Roger and Jenny Cameron were among 
the most famous of the day. In 1758 he built the present *'Mt. Airy" 
house. Though the interior was destroyed by fire some years before 
the Civil War, it was promptly rebuilt, and the exterior remains as it 
was from the beginning. Col. Tayloe was appointed to the Council in 
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due sense of gratitude <& respect for yourhon'ble house, I am, 
Sir 

Your obliged & obed't h'ble Serv't, 

John Tayloe. 
Oct'r 9th, 1776. 

The Honorable Speaker of the House of Delegates. 
Colo. Taylor*s Resignation. 

1757, and on the reorganization of the State government was elected a 
member of the 'first Council of State, but, as is shown in the text, 
resigned. He married in 1747, Rebecca, daughter of Hon. George 
Plater, of '*Sotterly»" St. Mary's county, Maryland, and sister of George 
Plater, Governor of Maryland. 

The will of Hon. John Tayloe was dated May 22, 1773, and proved 
July 5, 1779. He directs that he be burled near his parents. Gives his 
wife the use of the Mt. Airy plantation, and also the use of the slaves 
and stock at Marske, his coach and chariot and their drivers, six geld- 
ings, 10 house servants, over and above her dower, provided that she 
agree that the rest of his estate be kept together under his executors. 
To Godson, John Tayloe Corbin, ;^[oo sterHng. To John Tayloe 
Thornton, ;f 100 sterling when of age. To Goddaughter, Lucy Page, 
;f 100 sterling. To Cousin John Smith, all due on his bond to testator. 
To the minister and vestry of Lunenburgh parish, ;f 500 sterling, in 
trust, for the use of the poorest inhabitants of said parish, being honest 
people, to put on interest and the profits to be distributed every year at 
door of the lower church of said parish on Restoration day, when the 
testator hopes the incumbent will give them a prayer and sermon, not 
mentioning this bequest. This legacy to be continued forever. To 
Margaret Garnett, ;f 20 sterling per annum for life, for her tender care of 
his children. This to be over and above her wages. To his faithful 
steward, Mr. Thomas Lawson, ^^50 sterling per annum for life. To 
each of his daughters, ^^2000 sterling— such shares as have been paid 
Edward Lloyd, Esq., to be considered part of daughter Elizabeth's 
fortune. Residue of money due testator to be divided equally among 
his children. All of his estate in Prince William county, Virginia, and 
Baltimore county, Maryland, and all his sloops, schooners, boats and 
vessels to be kept together as one entire estate and worked for the 
making of pig-iron, and the profits divided between his daughters — 
that is his iron works were to be continued under the firm of the 
Neabsco Company. If wife give birth to a daughter, said daughter is 
to have ;f 2000 sterling, if a son, he is to be named Gwyn William, and 
have all testator's lands in Loudoun county, his Occoquan estate, the 
lands bought of Howard, &c., and all slaves and stocks thereon. Rest 
of estate to son John. Hon. Richard Corbin, Esq , Mann Page, Esq., of 
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Thomas Booth^ to Edmund Pendleton. 
Q. Henrico, Octo. 12th, 1776. 

I am sorry to be and Idle spectater in this Glorious struggle 
for Liberty when my Country cryes a loud for her Sons to main- 

Mannsfield, Brother-in-law Hon. George Plater, Esq., John Tayloe 
Corbin, Mann Page, Jr., son of Mann, "Warner Lewis, Jr., son of War- 
ner, testator's nephews, and his son-in-law, Edward Lloyd, F. L. Lee 
and Ralph Wormeley» Esquires, with friends Col. William Brocken- 
brough and Thomas Lawson, Sr., iron agent, executors and guardians. 

Col. John and Rebecca (Plater) Tayloe had issue : 

(i) Col, John Tayloe, of "Mt. Airy" and Octagon House, Washing- 
ton, D. C, born September 2, 1771. died 1828. He was sent to Eton at 
the age of fourteen. A letter from him at Eton in 1788 to his brother- 
in-law and gfuardian, Ralph Wormeley, has been preserved. He tells 
of the changes in the school since Mr. Wormeley's time, and expresses 
the hope that he may soon be sent to the university so that he may 
complete his education and return to his Virginia home for which he 
expresses great affection. Accordingly in the same year he was sent to 
Christ Church, Cambridge, Irom which he graduated. He returned to 
Virginia in 1792. Col. Tayloe was one of the wealthiest men in 
America and a very accomplished gentleman, and his homes in 
Virginia and Washington were famous for hospitality. He was for a 
time a Federalist State Senator in Virginia, but was best known for his 
prominence in society and as an ardent and very successful patron of 
the turf From a period soon after his return to Virginia until his 
retirement from racing in 1810, his horses Gray Diomede, Calypso, Bel 
Air, Black Maria, Leviathan, Virago, Gallatin, and others, made his 
name famous in sporting annals. He married October 4, 1792, Ann, 
daughter of Benjamin Ogle, of Maryland, and granddaughter of Gover- 
nor Samuel Ogle, and was ancestor of the various well known later 
branches of the Tayloe family. 

(2) Elizabeth, married 1767, Edward Lloyd, of **Wye House," 
Maryland, and was mother of Edward Lloyd, U. S. Senator and Gov- 
ernor of Maryland. 

(3) Rebecca, married 1769, Francis Lightfoot Lee, signer of Declar- 
ation of Independence. They lived at **Menokin," Richmond county, 

(4) Ann Corbin, married 1773, Major Thomas Lomax, of "Porto 
Bago," Caroline county, and was mother of Judge John Tayloe Lomax. 

(5) Eleanor, married 1772, Ralph Wormeley, of "Rosegili,'* Middle- 
sex county, member of the Colonial Council. 

(6) Mary, married Mann Page, of "Mannsfield,'* Spotsylvania county. 

(7) Catherine, married Landon Carter, of "Sabine Hall," Richmond 
county. 
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tain her rights against those Brittish tirants: I acted under 
Colo. Byrd, in the year Sixty as first Lieut. I shall be much 
oblige to you if you will youse your intrust with your Honour- 
able House in getting me recommended Lieut. Colo, or Major 
in one of the Battallions that is to be raized. I am sorry to 
trouble you with this but I was under and engagement to go to 
the Northward before I knew there was Men to be razed or I 
would waited on the Honourable Convention, if should return 
before the Officers are recommended I will wait on you immidi- 
ately, your compliance with the above will greatly oblige. 

Sir, 

Your Mo. H'bleServ't, 

Thos. Booth. 
To 

Edmund Pendleton Jr. Esq'r, 

W'ms Burg. 



Salt Making in Northampton Countv. 

Northampton, 5th Oct'r, 1776. 
Sir:— 

Inclosed is an Abstract of the Salt Works under my direction 
which I thought it my duty to take the earlyest opportunity to 
lay before you & the Hon'ble Convention. And as it is neces- 
sary everything should be done to forward the making of Salt 
in sufficient quantitys for the use of the State, I have therein 
shown as clear as possible, the quantity of Salt made from an 
improper Pan, the expence attending it, and the profits arising 
therefrom, which considering the enormous price of every neces- 
sary of life — I think is goings on a greater certainty then by the 

(8) Sarah, married William A. Washington, of *'Haywood," a 
nephew of the President. 

(9) Jane, married Robert Beverley, of "Blandfield," Essex county. 

*Thonias Booth was no doubt of the Gloucester family. It does not 
appear from Heitman that he became a Revolutionary officer. In an 
application for French and Indian War bounty land the applicant states 
that he was a private in Capt. Thomas Booth's company, 2nd Virginia 
regiment, Col, Byrd, until the regiment was disbanded in 1763. 
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sun alon, and the profits by no means dispiseable, particularly 
If one or two more Pans were sett agoing which you may 
depend may be done on much better terms than the one that is 
done, and need be no matter of surprise, as in all new Works their 
are many impositions and disappointments, particularly in this 
Country when Materials are so distant one from the other; I am 
extreamly sorry to hear that some of the Gentlemen last Con- 
vention, were much dissatisfied, disapointed in not geting suf- 
ficiently supply' d from my Works. I beg the Gentrn of the 
Convention, will consider that the money I received from the 
Country, was purely to make the experiment which was done 
upon as good terms as Circumstances would permit, and if it 
has not answered my expectations I do think the loss greater 
on my side then the Countrys. I am also sorry that any part 
of my conduct in the management of this undertaking or that 
my doing every thing in my power to bring it to perfection, 
should have excluded me from the management of any sun 
works that was to have been executed in this County or even 
this shore. One salt Pan is by no means w^ork enough for 
me to carry on. And if the Hon'ble Convention had been 
pleased to have ordered me to erect that Pan which has been 
done at Mr. Lanes & to have cutt some sun Bonds to prepaired 
the Brine 5000 Bushells of Salt might have asuredly been 
made in the Course of a summer at half the expence it now 
costs. As I have been so very unfortunate in geting an im- 
proper pan, to make the experiment, and as my credit & 
character seems so much at stake, Permitt me through you to 
beg of the Hon'ble Convent' n to order that Pan which is done 
at Mr. Lanes, to be erected by me on this shore, where I have 
every proper place both for Wood & Sun, let it be the Coun- 
trys property 8c carried on under the Eye of some Gentleman 
here, only put it in my power to showe the Country, what may 
be done in making salt by fire & Sun, and I will reffer the 
value of my trouble to the Hon'ble House. I hope you & 
they will take this matter to your consideratian, and I am. 
Sir 
Yours & that Hon'ble Bodys most devoted Humble Serv't. 

Jas. Tait. 



VIRGINIA LEGISLATIVE PAPERS. 377 

Expence of 
Abstract Halleys Creek. Salt made, making do. 

1776. Bush. Pecks. £ Sh. D. 

Oct'r 5. To Provisions for the Work- 
men making-. 526 lyi 
** To Drink for do. do. ** " 11 5 10 

To Cloathing of do. 
'* To Hire of Men geting 

Wood by the day @ 2s. *' * 

To do. 3 Men by the year. 
** To Corn for the Workmen 

& Steers @ 10 | p. Barrl. *' 
** To Repairs on the Whole 

Work. 
** To 9 M. Rent of the Ground 

on which the works stand 

& Value of Wood to the 

Pan. 
** To Interest of ;^534. 10. 6)4 

being the sum expended. ** 
** To Interest of ;^235 for 4 

Negroes. * ' * 

" To Profits & loss Gained. 
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Bu. 526 ly^ ;^I9I '* 2^ 



Salt Sold. Value of do. 
Salt From January last to Oct'r 5. Bu. Pecks. £ Sh. 1). 
1776. 1776. 

May 14 By cash rec'd for salt since 
23d Jan'y, 1776 @ 5s. p. 
Bushell. 

16 By Do. for do. @ 4s. p. B. for 

17 By do. for do. @ 7s. 6 p. B. 

18 By do. for do, @ 7s. p. B. 
21 By do. for do. @ 7s. 6 p. B. 3 i 143^ 

Oct'r 5 By do. for do. @ 7s. 6 p. B. 440 
** By do. for cartage of some of 
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the above Salt to the Bay 

side. 2 2 II i^ 

Bu. 526 i>< ^191 - 2^ 

[Endorsement.] 
Abstract. 
Halleys Creek Salt Works From Jan'y last to Oct'r 5th, 1776. 



Sale of Vessels, 1776. 

A list of Bonds, returned to Charles Washington & others, 
appointed to sell at Auction, the Sloop Olive together with her 
standing Rigging &c., the Sloops Lark, Speedwell & Susannah, 
together with their Tackle, apparel & furniture, Slave & Slaves 
to them respectively belonging Viz: 
James Hunter & T. Lewis. £ 94 

John Richards, Jas. Hall & Jas. Hunter. 106 

Mich. Gratz, Henry Mitchell. 152 Dunlop. 

Fielding Lewis, John Lewis. 159 

Robert Johnston, Geo. Thornton. 287 

^798 
Oct. 19th, 1776. 

Received into the Treasury the above Bonds for Ro: Carter 
Nicholas Esq*r, ^798. 

John Ferguson. 



Benjamin Harrison* Elected Member of the 

House of Delegates. 

I do hereby certify that Benjamin Harrison Esq'r of Brandon, 

is duly Elected a Delegate for the County of Prince George. 

Given under mye hand and Seal this 30th day of October, 1776. 

Peter Epes, sh. 

^Benjamin Harrison, of "Brandon," Prince George county, was born 
in 1743, and died in 1807. He was a member of the Prince George 
county committee of safety 1775-6. On July 2, 1776, he was elected a 
member of the State Privy Council, but declined the appointment, and, 
as is shown in the text, was elected a member of the House of Dele- 
gates. See this magazine, VI, 233-236. 
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Petition of Richard James.*^ 
To Edmund Pendleton, Esq*r, 

Speaker of the House of Delegates, W'msburg. 
Sir:— 

Having spent the greater part of my time since last December 
in actual service in the minute department; that service being 
nearly terminated, & having the most zealous wishes to continue 
active in the present contest with Great Britain, permit me 
through you to communicate these wishes to your Hon*ble 
House. I presume not to ask for any particular Post in the six 
Regiments, now to be raised. My earnest desire is to stand 
next in Rank below him who is preferable. I adopt this mode 
of application because I conceive that personal sollicitations 
would be less agreeable to your members — permit me also to 
signify my wishes that Colo. Stephens & Capt. Carrington, 
late of the minute service may be attended to on this occasion. 
I have spent some time in service with them; I know their 
merit & therefore am much interested in their promotion, to 
such posts as would enable them to render the most effectual 
service to their injured Country. 

I am with much esteem for yourself & Hon'ble House. 

November nth, 1776. -' 



Northampton Committee to the Speaker of the 
House of Delegates. 

Northampton, November 14th, 1776. 
Honoured Sir : 

In consequence of a Resolve of the honourable the Commit- 
tee of Safety of the 4th of April last permitting us to arm two 

^Richard James was a member of the Cumberland county committee 
of safety in 1775. In 1776 the Convention determined to raise two bat- 
talions of minute men, and on May loth elected Samuel Meredith 
colonel, John Ruffin, lieutenant colonel, and Richard James, major of 
the first. The two battalions were sent to the assistance of North 
Carolina, but before reaching that State it was found that they would 
not be needed. The second battalion under Col. Charles Lewis took 
part in the * 'Cherokee Expedition," but the first did garrison duty as 
stated in the letter above and in that of Dudley Digges, until it was 
disbanded. 
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vessels for the defence of our Coast against the Piratical depra- 
dations of Tenders; we with the approbation of that board hired 
the bearer hereof Mr. Nathaniel Tyson to go to Philadelphia to 
purchase Cannon Shott, small arms, Cutlasses, sail cloth & a 
number of other articles for the completion of the Vessel, deliv- 
ering him for the payment thereof ;^658. i6 Virginia currency 
— he on his arrival there contracted for the Cannon & Shott, 
and purchased most of the other articles wanted (except Sail 
Cloth) & conveyed them here; we have referred him with his 
accounts to the Commissioners of the Navy with whom he will 
account. 

But he informs us that while he was in Philadelphia he had 
his pockets picked (or lost in walking the street) of 540 dollars 
of the money delivered to him by this Committee, alledging he 
can no way account for the accident, and that he advertised it 
immediately and took every step for the recovery of it, but 
without effect. He informs us that he intends Petitioning the 
General Assembly relative thereto, and has requested us to 
mention the matter to them, stating his general Character, 
thinking they may not oblige him to replace the money, on 
being properly informed of the circumstances. 

We therefore in justice to Mr. Tyson think proper to inform 
you that he has supported during his residence amongst us, a 
fair and unblemished character and that this Committee en- 
trusted him with the execution of this business, as a person they 
placed much confidence in 8c could rely on, as an honest & 
assiduous Man and that we do not entertain a single suspicious 
thought of matters being otherwise than related by him. 

Mr. Tyson is a man of small property, has a number of small 
children, and to his care & industry only, they look for their 
subsistence. A loss of this sort would be a severe blow to him, 
and perhaps may reduce him to want. We therefore hope that 
the House of Delegates, over which you have the honour to 
preside, will view his conduct in this affair in the most favour- 
able light. With the greatest respect we remain honour' d Sir 
your most obt Serv'ts. By order of the Committee 

Northampton. Griffin Stith, Chairman. 

To the Honbl. The Speaker of the House of Delegates 
Williamsburg. 
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Dudley Digges,* for the Council, to the Speaker of 
THE House of Delegates. 

W'msburg, November i6, i776. 
Hon'ble Sir : 

The Council having been informed by Colo. Meridith, of the 
first Battalion of Minute men that a general Dissatisfaction pre- 
vails in that Corps, on account of the great length of time they 
have been on duty, and of course absent from their Families 
and Estates, and that they are therefore, extremely anxious to 
be relieved by such other companies of minute men or Militia as 
have not lately been employed; In consideration not only of 
the length, but the severity too, of some part of their service 
and reflecting that their original Destination was to North Car- 
olina, for the Assistance of our Brethren there, that after a 
fatiguing March in a very unfavorable Season of the year, they 

•Dudley Digges. of Williamsburg, Virginia, third son of Cole Digges, 
of **Belfield," York county, was appointed Colonel of horse and foot in 
the York county militia September 19, 1748. He was a member of the 
House of Burgesses for York county at the sessions of February, 1752; 
November, 1753; February, 1754; August, 1754; May, 1755; August, 
1755; October, 1755; March, 1756; September, 1756; April, 1757; March, 
1758; September, 1758; November, 1758; February, 1759; November, 
1759; March, May and October, 1760; March, 1761; November, 1761; 
January, 1762; March, 1762; November, 1762; May, 1763; January, 1764; 
October, 1764; May. 1765: November, 1766; March, 1767; March, 1768; 
May, 1769; November, 1769; May, 1770; July, 1771; February, 1772; 
March, 1773; March, 1774, and June, 1775, and of the Revolutionary 
Conventions of March, July and December, 1775, and May, 1776. He 
was a member of the General Committee of Safety, 1775-76, and on 
June 29, 1776, was elected one of the members of the first State Privy 
Council. He remained throughout the Revolution one of the most active 
and useful members of that body. He died June 3, 1790, aged 61. He 
married, rst, Martha Armistead, and 2nd, Elizabeth, daughter of Ralph 
Wormeleyof"Rosegill." Issue: (By ist marriage.) (i) Cole, born Decem- 
ber u, 1748. (2) Patsy, born Augest ro, 1757, married Nathaniel 
Burwell, (2nd marriage), (3) Elizabeth, born May 17, [761, married Dr. 
Robert Nicholson, of Yorktown. (4) Mary, born March 3, 1763, married 
Dudley Digges, of Louisa county. (5) Dudley, born April 6, 1765. (6) 
Lucy, born October 13, 1771, married John Strattun, of The Eastern 
Shore. (7) Judith VVormeley, born September 5, 1777, married Andrew 
Nicholson. See W. & Mary Quarterly I, 152, &c. 
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were countermanded and marched back, that they were then 
sent, some of them to York, the rest to Hampton, where they 
long employed as Garrisons; and lastly for the like Purpose 
sent to Portsmouth, the Place of their present Station. The 
Board could not but be of the opinion, that their complaint is 
just, and in consequence thereof, have signified to Colo. Meri- 
dith^ that they will take proper measures for relieving them on 
or before the 20th day of the next month. 

Yet there is some Difficulty attending the choice of those 
measures, the minute companies seem generally to be much 
broken; and the Hon'ble House of Delegates have disapproved 

'Col. Samuel Meredith, son of Samuel Meredith, Sr., of St. Paul's 
parish, Hanover county, who died April 14, 1762, was born in Hanover 
in 1732, and served as a Captain in Virginia troops in the French and 
Indian War. In the Virginia land records is the following: 
"Virginia to wit 

Whereas it appears to me that Samuel Meredith served his Majesty as 
a Captain in the Virginia Regiment under the command of Colo. Byrd 
and is intitled to three thousand acres of Land under the Royal Procla- 
mation of 1763 and said Samuel Meredith hath personally applyed to me 
for a grant of the said Land-? on some of the Western Waters in the 
County of Fincastle. You are hereby strictly authorized <fe required to 
survey the said three thousand acres Land for the said Samuel Meredith 
within your County taking care not to interfere with any surveys which 
have been made by Order of Council or Patents already granted and 
this shall be your warrant for so doing. 

Given under my hand & seal this 9th day of March, 1774. 

DUNMORE. 

To the Surveyor of Fincastle County. 

[Reverse] I certifie that Two Thousand acres & no more in part of 
the within Warrant, has been surveyed and returned to me. 

Wm. Preston, S. M. C. 

15th March 1780." 

Samuel Meredith was a member of the House of Burgesses for Han- 
over county at the sessions of November, 1766; March, 1767, and March, 
1768, and of the Convention of December, 1775. In that year he was 
Captain of the Independent Company of Hanover, but on May 2, 
resigned the Captaincy to his brother in-law Patrick Henry. He was, 
as stated before, Colonel of the First Battalion of Minute Men in 1776, 
About 1780 he removed to Amherst countv, where he was long presid- 
ing Justice, and was Sheriff in 1807. He died December 22, 1808. His 
second wife was Jane, sister of Patrick Henrv. 
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of the former advice of the Council for calling the Militia into 
service. On the other hand, to disband the present Garrison at 
Portsmouth, without appointing another to succeed them, 
and thus leave the Expensive and important Works there to the 
mercy of the enemy, seems to be most unadvisable. In this strait, 
it was judged^ Sir, the best way, to communicate this Business 
to your hon ble House, as it may perhaps have some Influence 
upon their Deliberations on subjects they are already possessed 
of. I am Hon' ble Sir 

Your most respectful & most obedient Servant, 

Dudley Diggs, 
To The Hon' ble Edmund Pendleton, Esquire 
Speaker of the House of Delegates. 

(to be continued) 
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From the Originals in the Virginia State Archives. 



(continued.) 



Letter^ from James Abercromby to Wm. Fairfax, 
President of the Council. 

Craven Street, Sept'r 5th, 1755. 
Sir 

I have receiv'd your obliging letter of the 26th of June, in 
the name of his Majestys Council, and therein their Judgment 
with regard to German Linnen, if this matter, with that of Lis- 

^The letter from Abercomby, the Virginia agent in England, refers 
to the same subject as his memorial printed on pages 273-278, of this 
volume of the Magazine. The English Privy Council had directed 
that ;^iooo of the money raised in Virginia under the law imposing a 
duty on tobacco, should be sent to South Carolina. The Virginia 
Council regarded this as illegal and impolitic and sent a protest to 
England whose terms are embodied in the agent's memorial. This 
protest seems to have given great offence, which was increased, it 
would appear (for we have no other details except those given in these 



